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Safi. Safi ran the Islamic Society of North 
America (an unindicted co-conspirator in the 
Holy Land Foundation Hamas financing 
case) and who was himself an unindicted co- 
conspirator in the Sami Al-Arian terrorism 
case (involving Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
terrorist org). As Andy McCarthy, a former 
federal prosecutor in terrorism cases, ex-
plained, ‘‘So what happens? Pentagon hires 
him as expert to teach Islam to our troops 
before they deploy from Fort Hood! And now, 
of course, he is the leader of the [Muslim] 
Brotherhoods’ government-in-waiting for 
Syria. You just can’t make this stuff up!’’ 

Isn’t it appropriate to ask: Who were the 
Muslim chaplains approved by this extrem-
ist? How did he get chosen to be in such a 
key position? What system of checking for 
extremism broke down so badly, or is so bi-
ased, that it allowed members and allies of 
radical Islamist organizations to play key 
roles in the U.S. government? 

Part of the reaction to the National Secu-
rity Five raising questions about the influ-
ence of the Muslim Brotherhood has come 
from a deliberate effort to deny the impor-
tance and the radicalism of the Muslim 
Brotherhood as a worldwide network. The 
level of self-deception necessary to mis-
understand the Muslim Brotherhood verges 
on a psychosis. The organization’s motto is 
‘‘Allah is our objective. The Prophet is our 
leader. The Quran is our law. Jihad is our 
way. Dying in the way of Allah is our highest 
hope.’’ Our elites discount all these words— 
and refuse to take them seriously. 

Yet doesn’t the lesson of Munich in 1972, 
New York City on Sept. 11, Hasan at Fort 
Hood, the Times Square car bomber, the 
bombings in Iraq this week—the list is end-
less—show that these words matter? 

Consider clause seven of one branch of the 
Muslim Brotherhood—Hamas. Perhaps no 
one in our elites wants to read the Hamas 
Charter’s clause seven because it is too hor-
rifying. Consider: ‘‘The Day of Judgment will 
not come until Muslims fight the Jews, when 
the Jew will hide behind the stones and 
trees. The stones and trees will say, ‘‘O Mus-
lims, O Abdullah, there is a Jew behind me, 
come and kill him.’’ Apologists for Hamas 
insist this clause has no meaning. But the 
Hamas leaders claim they cannot remove it 
from their charter. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, in a 1991 docu-
ment called the ‘‘Explanatory Memo-
randum,’’ explained to its own supporters 
that its goal was ‘‘a kind of grand Jihad in 
eliminating and destroying Western Civiliza-
tion from within and ‘sabotaging’ its miser-
able house by their hands and the hands of 
believers so that it is eliminated and God’s 
religion is made victorious over all other re-
ligions.’’ 

This memo cited 29 different allied groups, 
including the Islamic Society of North 
America, the Muslim Students Association 
and the Islamic Association of Palestine. 
Leaders in some of these allied groups found-
ed the Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions. Just Friday, the Dubai chief of police 
warned about a Muslim Brotherhood effort 
to take over the emirates and seize their oil 
and natural gas wealth. 

The Muslim Brotherhood is a serious 
worldwide organization dedicated to a future 
most Americans would find appalling. Seek-
ing to understand its reach and its impact on 
the U.S. government is a legitimate, indeed 
essential, part of our national security proc-
ess. 

The National Security Five were doing 
their duty in asking difficult questions de-
signed to make America safer. Their critics 
represent the kind of willful blindness that 
increasingly puts America at risk. 

If we do not want a book to describe ‘‘Why 
Washington Slept,’’ we will have to encour-

age elected officials to follow the advice of a 
later Kennedy book and exhibit ‘‘Profiles in 
Courage.’’ 

Bachmann, Franks, Gohmert, Rooney and 
Westmoreland are showing a lot more cour-
age than the defenders of timidity, com-
plicity and passivity. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SISTER 
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MASSACHU-
SETTS 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the arrival of a delegation from 
Shichigahama, Japan, in Plymouth, Massa-
chusetts. 

This August, the Town of Plymouth will be 
welcoming individuals from its sister city, the 
Town of Shichigahama in Miyagi Prefecture, 
Japan, for a week-long stay. This visit is par-
ticularly special to the people of the two 
towns, as it is the first opportunity that they 
have had to reconnect since the devastating 
earthquake and tsunami that ravaged 
Shichigahama’s community and surrounding 
region in 2011. For nearly twenty-two years, 
Plymouth and Shichigahama have shared this 
unique status as sister cities, an appropriate 
relationship as the two cities have many com-
monalities. They both are coastal towns that 
are surrounded by beautiful scenery with simi-
lar industries and population statistics. The 
people of Plymouth and Shichigahama have 
long taken in each others’ high school stu-
dents on exchange trips, and they have sup-
ported each other during times of tragedy. In 
particular, the Town of Plymouth organized a 
number of fundraising events in order to aid 
Shichigahama following the 2011 tsunami. The 
deep bond that these two towns share is a 
prime example of how distance, variance in 
language, and cultural differences can all be 
overcome in the interest of shared human ex-
perience and unity. 

Mr. Speaker, it brings me great joy to recog-
nize the arrival of a delegation from 
Shichigahama, Japan, to its sister city of 
Plymouth. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the significance of this visit, in 
welcoming our friends from Plymouth’s sister 
city to the United States, and in wishing the 
delegation a pleasant stay. 
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IRAN THREAT REDUCTION AND 
SYRIA HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 1905, the Iran Threat Reduction 
and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012. This is 
yet another broad and indiscriminate sanctions 
bill that will only serve to hurt ordinary Iranian 
people, undermine their democracy movement 
and further tie the hands of the President and 
his team in their efforts to achieve a diplomatic 
resolution over its nuclear program. 

Proponents of this bill believe that tightening 
sanctions on Iran will bring us closer to a dip-

lomatic solution with Iran. We only need to 
look to the latest round of failed talks to recog-
nize that these sanctions achieved the exact 
opposite response. U.S. negotiators lacked the 
flexibility they needed to secure Iranian con-
cessions through the freezing of certain sanc-
tions. 

I strongly support Section 604 of this bill 
which makes clear that nothing in this bill shall 
be construed as a declaration of war or an au-
thorization of the use of force against Iran or 
Syria. Yet this bill would further undermine 
and thwart the most effective tool we have to 
ensure that the United States does not get 
sucked into a war with Iran: diplomacy. 

THE EFFECTS OF SANCTIONS ON ORDINARY IRANIAN 
PEOPLE 

The Senate Banking Committee summa-
rized this bill by saying that it ‘‘aims to prevent 
Iran from repatriating any of the revenue from 
sale of its crude oil, depriving Iran of hard cur-
rency earnings and funds to run its state 
budget.’’ Spoken plainly, this bill will destroy 
the Iranian economy and further hurt the Ira-
nian people that we claim to support. Iranians 
are already suffering under stifling sanctions 
as they experience rising food prices and a 
lack of access to basic medicine. 

For example, the sanctions against the Ira-
nian banking sector have greatly diminished 
the value of Iranian currency and have had a 
negative effect on nearly every aspect of the 
lives of ordinary Iranians: the price of rent, 
education and bread have all increased. Rath-
er than having the sanctions weaken the Ira-
nian regime, they are weakening the Iranian 
people and their ability to make a living or pur-
sue an education. 

A recent publication by the International 
Civil Society Action Network (ICAN) quotes an 
Iranian women’s rights activist as saying that 
‘‘The international community’s sole focus on 
the nuclear issue has resulted in the adoption 
of policies that greatly inflict damage on the 
Iranian people, civil society and women. Mili-
tarization of the environment will prompt re-
pressive state policies and the possibility of 
promoting reform in Iran will diminish.’’ 

The report further highlights that the sanc-
tions this Congress pushed ‘‘directly affected 
the availability of foreign-made medication and 
other healthcare products including vitamins 
for children and pregnant women. . . .’’ It 
points out that these sanctions are ‘‘doing the 
most damage to those who are already vulner-
able—the urban poor.’’ 

Iranian-Americans are even facing discrimi-
nation here in the United States. Several Ira-
nian-Americans were recently prevented from 
buying an iPhone or other Apple products sim-
ply because of their ethnicity. Such discrimina-
tory treatment is emblematic of the unintended 
effects of sanctions. 

UNDERMINING THE IRANIAN CIVIL SOCIETY 
These sanctions directly undermine Iran’s 

civil society by giving the regime an excuse to 
crack down even harder on internal dissent. 
These sanctions will ensure that this continues 
to happen. With many ordinary Iranians strug-
gling to simply make ends meet under our 
sanctions regime, they cannot afford to or 
spend the time necessary participating in so-
cial movements which provide basic social 
services or to push for democratic change in 
their country. Are these the intended effects 
we wish to have on the Iranian people or Ira-
nian-Americans? If not, passing another broad 
and indiscriminate sanctions bill sends the 
wrong message. 
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